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THE EAGLE  
New Year, New Coach, 
New Era - Varsity Football  

written by Elle Diffell, photos by Sally 
Dougherty and Elle Diffell 

	 


	 There are many changes at CCA this 
year and among the most notable and 
prominent is undoubtedly the transition of 
Koreen Burch into the head coach position 
of the varsity football team. When asked 
“Why CCA?” Coach Burch expressed his 
excitement in making the football program 
his own, an area in which he is not only 
qualified, but extensively accomplished, 
given his prodigious football career. Coach 
Burch is the founder and CEO of Burch 
Sports Performance, which is his way of 
passing down his legacy through personal 
training, nutritional education, college 
campus tours for athletes, scholarship 
consultations, and much more. In his 
words, his mission is “helping other 

programs become successful with years of 
coaching and helping build teams and 
athletes.” Coach Burch not only cares for 
the success of the team as the whole, but 
the growth of the individual he is 
responsible for guiding. Furthermore, he 
conveys his appreciation for the “family 
vibe” and the intimacy of the Christ’s 
Church community, something that drew 
him in as he considered a job at CCA. 


Not only is it evident that Coach Burch has 
a heart for the athletes, but he values time 
with his family. “I’ve been offered college 
jobs,” he explains, “but the reason I didn’t 
take them is because I have little ones, and 
I don’t want to be on the road a lot - 
missing them grow up.” His profusion of 
love for young people evidently flows into 
his coaching as well and has earned the 
respect and admiration of many, 
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particularly the football players at CCA. 
Senior and team captain Hayden Brown 
describes, “[Coach Burch] brings a 
different type of energy to practice 
everyday, and it makes the game a lot of 
fun. He’s a very laid back guy, and he 
knows how to have fun; but when it’s time 
to work, he pushes us and works hard to 
get us right.” 


Every inspiration needs an inspiration, and 
Coach Burch reveals that his inspiration is 
the hard work of his mom during his 
childhood. Working many jobs for their 
family, his mom motivates him to this day 
in not giving up on his aspirations. Coach 
Burch reminisces, “That memorable 
moment of her gave me that drive to want 
to do the same, but on a bigger scale.” 
Turning that drive outward, Coach Burch 
influences his team to strive for the same 
goals. Hayden Brown states, “I think our 
motivation this year is to go out and win 
games. We have a young team this year, 
and we have a new coach, so we have a 
challenge this year. Our motivation is to 
take on that challenge and win.” Each and 
every player and coach for the CCA Eagles 
is eager for what this season will bring, and 
Coach Burch’s inner motivations are the 
driving force this year. The care he received 
from his mom during his childhood has 
transfigured into care that he shows others, 
desiring for them to be great too; the level 
to which someone cares is demonstrated 
in how much effort they pour into every 

aspect of their life. Coach Burch has the 
drive, motivation, and enthusiasm that our 
spur our team forward into success. 
Christ’s Church Academy can expect great 
things for this football season, and 
anticipates much support from our 
community. 





As Summer Closes... 
written by Elle Diffell, photo by Elle Diffell 

	 Whether your summer consisted of 
days at the beach, nights on the river, long 
hours at work, or anything in between, you 
realize the value of a break from the stress 
of an everyday school routine. Although 
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summer may have brought cherished 
memories and joyful experiences, adjusting 
to the beginning of yet another school year 
can certainly be difficult. Trust me, I know. 
During my school career, my family moved 
houses and states many times, and with 
that came the uncertainty, sadness, and 
even embarrassment of being a new kid. 
After my parents informed my brother and 
me that my dad had accepted a job in 
Jacksonville, it felt as though my life was 
falling apart yet again. During that 
quandary, my anger and resentment 
blinded me to the fact that moving could 
actually be what was best. I vividly 
remember the continuous tears I cried after 
my first day of junior year; no matter how 
many new times I had been the new kid, it 
was still discouraging. However, through 
that circumstance, God orchestrated my 
life into a symphony of growth that would 
better me as a person. Because of the 
geographical transition at that time, I no 
longer felt insecure and uncertain about 
myself, but renewed and confident with the 
purpose that God has called me to. Moving 
to Jacksonville allowed me to change and 
develop into a more stable, mature 
individual. As I left old friendships behind 
that I had outgrown, I felt a joy I had never 
before experienced, and situations that had 
previously felt dark were revealed to have 
been what I needed at that point in my life. 
Now, after forming new friendships, 
focusing on being a light to others, and 
listening to the Holy Spirit’s guidance, the 

pieces of my life that had shattered apart 
are now coming together to create a new, 
better portrait. 


If you are a new student, enduring the 
hardship of not fitting in, maybe even 
feeling hopeless in your situation, you are 
not alone. Although it sounds like an 
oxymoron, I would encourage you to 
embrace this new chapter of your life, for 
this critical period of growth may never be 
experienced in this way again. The 
sovereignty of the Creator not only works 
every circumstance for good, but has felt 
every human emotion possible. Trust that 
He knows your hurt and is cultivating you, 
molding you, and recreating you to be 
more like His Son. Be the light that He has 
called his followers to be, and never give 
up hope on whatever path He leads you 
towards. 
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Presidential Address 
written by Ryan Bromm, photo by Elle Diffell 

Dear CCA Families and Students,

	 I would like to thank you all for 
making this school what it is! You are truly 
the backbone of all our successes and our 
great memories. Our mission for Student 
Council this year is to do nothing out of 
selfish ambition or vain conceit. Rather, in 
humility to value others above ourselves 
(Phil 2:3) in order to create a more positive 
and unified CCA. Our coined phrase is “Get 
on the bus!” This tagline originates from 
Jon Gordon’s book, “The Energy Bus”, the 
book Mrs. Williams and I asked student 
council to read prior to school starting. 
Gordon emphasizes an attitude of 
unrivaled unity and inexplainable positivity 
while writing a catchy story of a bus 
moving through the tasks of mundane life. 
He encourages others to adopt a positive 
attitude and that is exactly what we wish to 
do! God gives us new breath every 
morning, and we will not waste it! Here at 
CCA, we believe that if God gives us life, 
we must use it to change the lives of others 

through the Good News of Jesus Christ. In 
turn, we will make disciples, better 
disciples, more disciples through 
excellence in all things academically, 
athletically, and spiritually. We look forward 
to growing closer to you all by growing 
closer to God! Thanks again for being a 
part of the CCA family, and I’m so excited 
for what God is doing here at CCA!


Go Eagles!

Perseverance 
written by Evan Pall and Meghan Tomlinson, photo 
by Elle Diffell 

	 We all have different things going on 
in our lives. We all have school, some work 
jobs, and some have taken on many 
responsibilities at home. Often times things 
can feel overwhelming; especially at the 
beginning of the school year. We often 
wonder, “What’s the point of this routine 
when all we do is repeat the same 
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mundane events every 
week?”  Without Jesus in our lives, we 
wouldn’t have much hope for now or for 
the future. Jesus gives us the strength to 
persevere through the hard times 
and find the light in 
a challenging situation. When we find 
ourselves struggling or spinning into 
negativity, there are a couple things we can 
do to snap out of it. 
First, count our blessings - literally!  Write 
down 3 positive ideas or situations that 
happened the day before.  Maybe you had 
a surprise donut at D-groups, or a friend 
complimented your hair, or a teacher 
simply smiled at you. Sometimes we have 
to dig to find a positive, but we can! We 
have the privilege of being loved by an 
almighty and forgiving God. At the end of 
the day, He always has a plan for us in our 
best interest. Believe it or not, He wants 
more for us than we want for ourselves. Be 
encouraged! Romans 5:3-5 says, “... but 
we also glory in our sufferings, because we 
know that suffering produces 
perseverance; perseverance, and 
character; and character, hope. And hope 
does not put us to shame, because God’s 
love has been poured out in our hearts 
through the Holy Spirit, who has been 
given to us.” Sometimes the things we 
have to endure shape us into the person 
we are to become. We build character and 
experience that will help us to maybe one 
day minister to someone who is in the 
same place we were in. God will 

reward us when we lean into him.  
Sometimes all you have to do is say, 
“Jesus help!”  So remember - victory is 
always possible for those who trust God 
and persevere.  You can prevail!  


What’s your favorite thing 
about CCA?  

Let’s hear from the students... 

“I enjoy building lasting friendships, and 

the ability to surround myself with people 
that help me grow as a Christian and an 

individual.” - Sydney Zirnstein, senior


“I like the relationship between teachers 

and students and how involved they are.” 
- Hunter Luken, junior


“My favorite thing is how everybody knows 

everybody since we’re a small school, and 

we can build relationships.” - Jonathan 

Reeves, freshman


“Learning something new!” - Calvin 

Kimtia, third grade 
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Swoop 
digital drawing by anonymous  

 

Christ’s Church Academy 6


